
 

2020-2021 GIHS Academic Expectations 

 

Hybrid learners (Combination of in-person and online instruction) 
 Hybrid learners are expected to attend school in-person two days per week on their designated days. Teacher-

led instruction will occur on in-person attendance days, with reduced student capacity and social distancing in 
the classroom. 

 Hybrid learners are expected to follow the Viking Virtual synchronous learning schedule every Wednesday from 
10:00am to 1:40pm, following the period-by-period schedule in Infinite Campus. This will include Google meet 
sessions with classroom teachers.  

 Hybrid learners are expected to log in to Google classroom on online learning days and complete all assignments 
given by the classroom teacher. This may include viewing videos, online activities, virtual labs, writing 
assignments, practice problems, discussion forum with classmates, Google meet attendance and participation, 
reading assignments, project-based learning activities, etc. 

 Students are expected to complete all assignments and assessments. Students’ grades will be based on the 
criteria outlined by their teachers.  

 Students are expected to be aware of and adhere to due dates for assignments. Assignments that are not 
completed by the due date will receive a grade of zero, unless there is an extenuating circumstance and an 
extension has been arranged with a classroom teacher. Zeros will calculate into student averages.  

 Students are expected to log into their school email (Gmail) accounts and Google Classrooms daily to ensure 
that they do not miss important communications and assignments from their teachers. Students are also 
expected to log into their Infinite Campus Student Portal at least twice per week to ensure that they do not miss 
important communications about classes and grades.  

 Parents are encouraged to log into the Infinite Campus Parent Portal weekly and to make sure that notification 
features are turned on to ensure that you do not miss important information about your child’s classes and 
grades. All parents should review and update contact information (phone number, email address, home 
address) listed in Infinite Campus to ensure that you receive all communications from your child's teachers and 
the school. If you require assistance with accessing your Infinite Campus Parent Portal account, please contact 
the District Instructional Technology Office. 

 Parents are also encouraged to view and discuss your child’s Google Classroom “To Do” lists and any overdue 
assignments with him at least once per week.  
 
 

Remote learners (Online instruction only) 
 Remote learners are expected to log in to Google classroom daily and complete all assignments given by the 

classroom teacher. This may include viewing videos, online activities, virtual labs, writing assignments, practice 
problems, discussion forum with classmates, Google meet attendance and participation, reading assignments, 
project-based learning activities, etc. 

 Remote learners are expected to follow the Viking Virtual synchronous learning schedule every Wednesday from 
10:00am to 1:40pm, following the period-by-period schedule in Infinite Campus. This will include Google meet 
sessions with their classroom teachers.  

 Students in the remote learning model are expected to be aware of and adhere to due dates for assignments. 
Students will be held accountable for meeting all task deadlines. Assignments that are not completed by the due 
date will receive a grade of zero, unless there is an extenuating circumstance and an extension has been 
arranged with a classroom teacher. Zeros will calculate into student averages.  



 Students in the remote learning model are expected to complete all assignments and assessments. Students’ 
grades will be based on the criteria outlined by teachers. Assignments that are not completed by the due date 
will receive a grade of zero, unless an extension has been arranged with a classroom teacher. Zeros will be used 
to calculate student averages.  

 Students in the remote learning model who receive Special Education services and/or Academic Intervention 
Services (AIS) will be contacted by the service provider(s) and a schedule will be developed.  

 Students are expected to log into their school email (Gmail) accounts and Google Classrooms daily to ensure 
that they do not miss important communications and assignments from their teachers. Students are also 
expected to log into their Infinite Campus Student Portal at least twice per week to ensure that they do not miss 
important communications about classes and grades.  

 Parents are encouraged to log into the Infinite Campus Parent Portal weekly and to make sure that notification 
features are turned on to ensure that you do not miss important information about your child’s classes and 
grades. All parents should review and update contact information (phone number, email address, home 
address) listed in Infinite Campus to ensure that you receive all communications from your child's teachers and 
the school. If you require assistance with accessing your Infinite Campus Parent Portal account, please contact 
the District Instructional Technology Office. 

 Parents are also encouraged to view and discuss your child’s Google Classroom “To Do” lists and any overdue 
assignments with him/her at least once per week.  

 
 
Students with Other Learning Plans (Students with exceptional needs/Lifeskills programming) 

 Some students have special circumstances and needs that require four days of in-person programming. Those 
students with specialized needs will be contacted by their teachers and/or service provider(s) to develop specific 
instructional plans. These plans may include teacher aide support on the days that students do not receive in-
person instruction from content area teachers.  
 

 
Homeschooled students (taught by parents) 

 Making a decision to homeschool your child is a difficult decision. It is important that you are aware that if you 
select to homeschool your child, they will be unenrolled from Grand Island High School, and unable to 
participate in the District-provided remote learning opportunities. Credits completed through homeschooling 
will likely not be approved as credit for a New York State Regents diploma, should you decide to re-enroll your 
child at GIHS. If you are considering a homeschooling option, we would encourage you to discuss this with your 
child’s school counselor and/or high school administrator to discuss the instructional options and the potential 
implications for homeschooling.  

 Parents who choose to provide homeschooling instruction must submit a letter of intent to the Superintendent 
of Schools, as well as an Individualized Home Instruction Plan (IHIP) in accord with the requirements of the New 
York State Education Department Commissioner’s Regulations. 

 Information and specific requirements can be found on our district webpage under the Curriculum Department 
page. https://www.grandislandschools.org/Page/254 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.grandislandschools.org/Page/254


Tips for Remote/Online Learning Success 

 

1. Find a good spot for your child to work. Having a designated space for both synchronous and asynchronous 

learning will help maintain good learning routines.  

 

2. Make sure your child has the necessary materials for learning. This may include paper and pencils, a stable WiFi 

connection, log-in information for their computer and all school accounts, a calculator and/or calculator app, 

etc. If you have questions about materials needed for learning or difficulty accessing materials that are needed 

for learning, please contact your child’s teacher. 

 

3. Help your child set and keep a daily schedule. Maintaining consistency in daily routines for waking up, getting 
ready for classes (whether online or in-person), and completing the tasks assigned by teachers each day will be 
important for your child’s success. Consider setting an alarm for breaks and having the same break-time for 
lunch each day to maintain consistency of routines. Encourage your child to get up and get some fresh air 
periodically throughout the day, so they can take a break to refocus when needed. 
 
 

4. Consider limiting your child’s cell phone and other digital device access until after their schoolwork is done 

satisfactorily each day, so schoolwork can receive your child’s undivided attention. Apps, games, social media, 

and messaging features can be fun for students, but can also be very distracting and impede students’ learning 

and assignment completion. 

 

5. Using a paper calendar, agenda, digital organizational tool, or other method of visual reminders that works best 

for your child will also be important for keeping track of assignment and project due dates, upcoming test dates, 

and other important deadlines and due dates. 

 
 

6. Help your child make sure their work is fully completed and turned in or submitted electronically. If there is a 

good reason for it not being complete (e.g., not sure how to complete a step, task, or problem), help your child 

develop a time-bound actionable plan for contacting their teacher and seeking help (e.g., email your teacher to 

ask for help on step 3, or request a meeting with your teacher, then complete and submit the assignment 

tomorrow before the class period).  

 

7. For some students, it is difficult to get into a “school mindset” while at home. In order for your child to be 

successful this year, he/she may need reminders that assignments, grades, requirements, and tests all count this 

year and will impact their progress toward graduation. Reminding your child about the “big picture” is also 

helpful. Success this year will help move your child toward their goal for their post-high school plans, whether it 

be college, a branch of the military, further career and technical training, or entering the workforce. If your child 

is having difficulty feeling motivated to complete their schoolwork at home, please contact their school 

counselor for additional tips and ideas. Your child’s school counselor will also be happy to arrange a time for 

your child to meet in-person or online to discuss their post-high school plans and develop an action plan for 

success. 
 

8. Log in to your child’s Google Classroom with your child to make sure he/she understands how to navigate the 

classroom and find the necessary information. If there are any difficulties with Google Classroom, please have 

your child speak with their teacher and/or email the teacher. 

 

 
 



9. Log in to the Infinite Campus Parent Portal and double check that your contact information (i.e., email, phone 

numbers, address) is correct and turn on notifications to ensure that you receive important information from 

the school and your child’s teachers. If you need assistance with the Parent Portal, please contact 

SusanHall@gicsd.org . We recommend that you review the Parent Portal updates for your child’s classes at least 

once per week with your child as part of your weekly academic routine. 

 

10. Have your child log into their Infinite Campus Student Portal with you, so you can make sure that he/she can 

access it. Your child should then be logging in to Infinite Campus independently at least twice per week during 

the school year to monitor their grades, be aware of missing or overdue assignments, and other important 

information from teachers. We encourage parents to create a weekly routine for your child to be responsible for 

discussing/reviewing their grades with you at the end of every week. 
 

11. If you have concerns about a missing grade, an overdue assignment, an issue with Google Classroom, or any 

other concern about a class, please contact the teacher to discuss your concern and possible solutions. If you 

have spoken with the teacher and still have concerns, please contact your child’s Assistant Principal. We want to 

help you and your child with any frustrations or challenges, so please do not hesitate to reach out to the 

teachers and administrators by email or telephone.  

 

12. If your child is demonstrating signs of emotional or behavioral difficulties, or you have concerns about drug or 

alcohol use for your child, please contact your child’s school counselor, our school social worker, or our school 

psychologist. These individuals will be able to help you identify resources in the community if they are not able 

to assist your child directly. You can call the GIHS Guidance Office at 716-773-8860, or contact them via email.  
 

13. Please be patient with yourself and your child, as well as the teachers, school counselors, school psychologist, 

school social worker, school administrators, secretaries, and other school staff. Although we are not starting our 

school year in a traditional manner, and we have had to re-imagine traditional instruction, we are all excited to 

start this school year with your children, get to know them, and help your children learn and grow this school 

year. Regardless of how we are teaching, whether it be in-person or remotely, our Viking Values and our mission 

to inspire all students to achieve their highest potential by fostering academic excellence, personal growth, and 

social responsibility, has not changed. We are all partners in your child’s education and we want your child to be 

successful this school year. Thank you in advance for your support, patience, communication, and partnership 

this school year! 
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